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me the stuff of which the mass of the meeting was com-
posed. Out of the remaining fourth we had to form all the
other four sections.

" Grouping together in a corner of the hall, we geologists
chose our own President and Secretary. Porchhammer
addressed us in Norse, saying, as I was told, that Yon
Buch declined to take the chair because I was here, and
that I was princeps inter geologos: he therefore proposed me
as President! To this I warmly objected; not wishing to
be a King Log, and having no knowledge whatever of
the language, I urged that I should be in a false position.
Notwithstanding, however, all T could say, I was all but
elected. But, to my great delight, and with my vote for
him, M. de Buch was chosen in spite of himself. He is
really a wonderful man, since he talks Norse very tolerably,
and is quite able to explain himself on all points.

" At the first general meeting held on the second day,
from one to half-past three o'clock, we had three subjects :
1st, Hansteen; 2d, Oersted, or the identity of Electricity and
Magnetism; 3d, Eetzius, on the Eaces of the Human Species.

" This done, we all huddled away to the Freemasons'
Hall, a great pink building at the south end of the town,
where all the philosophers and their wives, and also the
Ministers of State, and a bishop or two, with the consuls of
Prance, England, and Russia, were assembled, first in a great
room above stairs, and afterwards in the dinner-hall beneath,
where we sat down, nearly two hundred in number, at three
tables. "We had a bad dinner of four dishes, but it was very
agreeable, and conducted without a trace of confusion.

" In the evening the geologists went with Keilhau (Von
Buch and all of us following) to an upper part of the valleyf  London a position of
